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CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] The web-material processor characterized by preparing the web-material attaching part 
which can two or more sheet hold a web material in said conveyance path in the web-material 
processor equipped with a web-material sending means to send a web material into the interior of 
equipment, and the conveyance path where the web material sent in by this web-material sending 
means is conveyed. 

[Claim 2] Said web-material attaching part is a web-material processor according to claim 1 
characterized by being prepared in the gravity direction lower part rather than the web-material 
conveyance side sent in by said web-material sending means. 

[Claim 3] The web-material conveyance means which is formed in said conveyance path downstream 
and can change the conveyance direction of a web material to the downstream and the upstream, After 
the back end of the web material conveyed escapes from said web-material sending means, by 
changing the conveyance direction to the upstream by said web-material conveyance means The 
web-material processor according to claim 1 or 2 characterized by pinching the web material which 
turned the inside of said conveyance path to the upstream, and was conveyed, and having a pinching 
means to hold a web material to said web-material attaching part. 

[Claim 4] The web-material processor according to claim 3 characterized by being set up so that the 
force which pinches a web material with said pinching means may become large rather than the 
conveyance force of making a web material conveying in the direction of a lower stream of a river 
with said web-material conveyance means, while holding a web material after the tip of a web 
material has exceeded said web-material conveyance means in holding a web material by said 
web-material attaching part. 

[Claim 5] An after-treatment means to perform after treatment to the web material conveyed by said 
conveyance path, The 1st web-material loading section which loads a web material in order to process 
to a web material with this after-treatment means, and the web material after processing was 
performed by said after-treatment means, Or the 2nd web-material loading section loading the web 
material which does not process with this after-treatment means, The web-material processor of any 
one publication of claim 1-4 characterized by having the web-material bundle conveyance device in 
which the web-material bundle loaded into said 1st web-material loading section is conveyed in said 
2nd web-material loading section. 

[Claim 6] While said web-material bundle conveyance device can prepare in coincidence the web 
material held at the web-material bundle loaded into said 1st web-material loading section, and said 
web-material attaching part possible [ conveyance ] It conveys so that the web-material bundle loaded 
into said 1st web-material loading section may precede rather than the web material held at said 
web-material attaching part, in conveying these to coincidence. It is the web-material processor 
according to claim 5 characterized by controlling said web-material bundle conveyance device to 
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convey the web material currently held at said web-material attaching part in said 1 st web-material 
loading section after making said web-material bundle load into said 2nd loading section. 
[Claim 7] The web-material processor according to claim 5 or 6 characterized by to have the 
adjustment criteria member which dashes and adjusts the back end of the web material conveyed by 
the upstream with said web-material conveyance means, the interior material of a back end proposal 
which shows the back end of a web material to this adjustment criteria member, and the web-material 
presser-foot member which presses down the web-material bundle loaded into the sheet adjusted by 
said adjustment criteria member and said 1st web-material loading section. 

[Claim 8] The web-material processor according to claim 6 or 7 characterized by these web materials 
being conveyed by coincidence according to this web-material bundle conveyance device by setting 
both the web material loaded into said 1st web-material loading section, and the web material held at 
said web-material attaching part in the condition that the tip of these web materials was projected at 
said 2nd web-material loading section side exceeding said web-material bundle conveyance device. 
[Claim 9] The direction of the amount of protrusions by the side of said 2nd web-material loading 
section of the web material loaded into said 1 st web-material loading section By being set up so that it 
may become larger than the amount of protrusions by the side of said 2nd web-material loading 
section of the web material held at said web-material attaching part The web-material processor 
according to claim 8 characterized by being conveyed so that the web-material bundle loaded into said 
1 st web-material loading section may precede rather than the web material held at said web-material 
attaching part. 

[Claim 10] Said pinching member is the web-material processor of any one publication of claim 3-9 
characterized by being the arm member which is prepared in said conveyance path and also has the 
function which guides the conveyance direction of a web material, and which is controlled free [ 
rocking ]. 

[Claim 11] Said pinching member is the web-material processor of any one publication of claim 3-9 
characterized by being the roller formed in said conveyance path. 

[Claim 12] Said after-treatment means is the web-material processor of any one publication of claim 
5-11 characterized by the thing of the punch means to perform punch processing to a stapler means to 
carry out ****** to a web-material bundle, a bookbinding-ized means to bookbinding-ize a 
web-material bundle, and a web material included for any one at least. 

[Claim 13] the condition that this image formation equipment was equipped while being constituted 
free [ attachment and detachment ] to the image formation equipment which forms an image on a web 
material - this image formation equipment ~ the web-material processor of any one publication of 
claim 1-12 characterized by sending in in equipment the web material by which image formation was 
carried out with said web-material sending means, and performing after treatment to this web material. 

[Claim 14] Image formation equipment characterized by having an image formation means to form an 
image on the web material conveyed, and the web-material processor of any one publication of claim 
1-12 which performs after treatment to the web material which performed image formation with this 
image formation means. 
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[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] This invention is constituted free [ attachment and detachment ] to image 
formation equipments, such as a copying machine and a printer, and relates to the web-material 
processor which performs after treatment of a web material [ finishing / image formation ] or the 
web-material processor which it has in one to image formation equipment, and image formation 
equipment equipped with the web-material processor. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] In recent years, web-material processors, such as a ******** sor t e r, are 
developed in the web material [ finishing / image formation ] as an option of image formation 
equipments, such as an electrophotography copying machine and a laser beam printer. 
[0003] And not only a sort function but a certain amount of web material is loaded and adjusted, or the 
stapler which carries out needle binding is formed and it is becoming various with it being as creating a 
web-material bundle **** at this kind of web-material processor. 

[0004] In the web-material processor equipped with the stapler which carries out needle binding, after 
passing the conveyance way formed in the interior of a body in the web material conveyed in the body of 
a web-material processor and loading the tray for after treatment, it is made to perform binding 
actuation. 

[0005] By the way, when filing a web-material bundle, the stapler which is a binding means is moved 
and it is made to perform one-place binding or two or more binding (usually two-place binding). 
[0006] Here, while performing binding actuation, the web material of the following job cannot be loaded 
into the tray for after treatment. Therefore, having opened between the papers between jobs was common 
between binding actuation. 

[0007] However, if it opens in this way between the papers between jobs, pro DAKUTIBI tea will fall. It 
is indicated by the JP,9-48545,A public presentation official report as a technique of preventing the fall 
of such pro DAKUTIBI tea. 

[0008] This technique is explained with reference to drawing 2 . Drawing 2 is the typical sectional view 
of the web-material processor concerning the conventional technique. 

[0009] With this equipment, the web material was twisted around the rotating buffer roller, and the 
buffer roller path which makes conveyance to an after-treatment tray stand by is prepared in the 
conveyance path in the middle of conveying a web material on an after-treatment tray. 
[0010] After storing the web material conveyed from image formation equipment in the buffer roller 
path by such configuration, and a front web-material bundle's ending binding actuation on an 
after-treatment tray and conveying from an after-treatment tray, he was trying to prevent the fall of pro 
DAKUTIBI tea by making it make the tray for after treatment convey the web-material bundle currently 
stored in the buffer roller. 
[0011] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, in the case of the web-material processor 
concerning the above conventional techniques, the following problems had arisen. 
[0012] In order to make conveyance to an after-treatment tray stand by, when it considers as the 
configuration which prepares a buffer roller path, in order to have a buffer roller path, a big 
configuration will be needed, and a tooth space will be taken. Therefore, while the magnitude of the 
web-material processor itself will become large, there was a problem that cost will also start, in 
connection with it. 

[0013] The place which it was made in order that this invention might solve the technical problem of the 
above-mentioned conventional technique, and is made into the purpose is to offer a space-saving and 
low cost web-material processor and image formation equipment aiming at improvement in pro 
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DAKUTIBI tea. 
[0014] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] If it is in this invention in order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, 
in the web-material processor equipped with a web-material sending means to send a web material into 
the interior of equipment, and the conveyance path where the web material sent in by this web-material 
sending means is conveyed, it is characterized by preparing the web-material attaching part which can 
two or more sheet hold a web material in said conveyance path. 

[0015] Said web-material attaching part is characterized by being prepared in the gravity direction lower 
part rather than the web-material conveyance side sent in by said web-material sending means. 
[0016] It is characterized by pinching the web material which turned the inside of said conveyance path 
to the upstream, and was conveyed, and having a pinching means to hold a web material to said 
web-material attaching part by being prepared in said conveyance path downstream, and changing the 
conveyance direction to the upstream by said web-material conveyance means, after the web-material 
conveyance means which can change the conveyance direction of a web material to the downstream and 
the upstream, and the back end of the web material conveyed escape from said web-material sending 
means. 

[0017] While holding a web material after the tip of a web material has exceeded said web-material 
conveyance means in holding a web material by said web-material attaching part, it is characterized by 
being set up so that the direction of the force which pinches a web material with said pinching means 
may become large rather than the conveyance force of making a web material conveying in the direction 
of a lower stream of a river with said web-material conveyance means. 

[0018] An after-treatment means to perform after treatment to the web material conveyed by said 
conveyance path, The 1st web-material loading section which loads a web material in order to process to 
a web material with said after-treatment means, and the web material after processing was performed by 
said after-treatment means, Or it is characterized by having the 2nd web-material loading section loading 
the web material which does not process with this after-treatment means, and the web-material bundle 
conveyance device in which the web-material bundle loaded into said 1st web-material loading section is 
conveyed in said 2nd web-material loading section. 

[0019] While said web-material bundle conveyance device can prepare in coincidence the web material 
held at the web-material bundle loaded into said 1st web-material loading section, and said web-material 
attaching part possible [ conveyance ] It conveys so that the web-material bundle loaded into said 1st 
web-material loading section may precede rather than the web material held at said web-material 
attaching part, in conveying these to coincidence. After making said web-material bundle load into said 
2nd loading section, it is characterized by controlling said web-material bundle conveyance device so 
that the web material currently held at said web-material attaching part may be conveyed in said 1st 
web-material loading section. 

[0020] It is characterized by having the adjustment criteria member which dashes and adjusts the back 
end of the web material conveyed by the upstream with said web-material conveyance means, the 
interior material of a back end proposal which shows the back end of a web material to this adjustment 
criteria member, and the web-material presser-foot member which presses down the web-material 
bundle loaded into the sheet adjusted by said adjustment criteria member and said 1st web-material 
loading section. 

[0021] Both the web material loaded into said 1st web-material loading section and the web material 
held at said web-material attaching part are characterized by these web materials being conveyed by 
coincidence according to this web-material bundle conveyance device by setting in the condition that the 
tip of these web materials was projected at said 2nd web-material loading section side exceeding said 
web-material bundle conveyance device. 

[0022] It is characterized by being conveyed so that the web-material bundle loaded into said 1st 
web-material loading section mav precede rather than the web material held at said web-material 
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attaching part by being set up so that the direction of the amount of protrusions by the side of said 2nd 
web-material loading section of the web material loaded into said 1st web-material loading section may 
become larger than the amount of protrusions by the side of said 2nd web-material loading section of the 
web material held at said web-material attaching part. 

[0023] Said pinching member is characterized by being the arm member which is prepared in said 
conveyance path and also has the function which guides the conveyance direction of a web material and 
which is controlled free [ rocking ]. 

[0024] Said pinching member is characterized by being the roller formed in said conveyance path. 
[0025] Said after-treatment means is characterized by the thing of the punch means to perform punch 
processing to a stapler means to carry out ****** to a web-material bundle, a bookbinding-ized means 
to bookbinding-ize a web-material bundle, and a web material included for any one at least. 
[0026] the condition that this image formation equipment was equipped while being constituted free [ 
attachment and detachment ] to the image formation equipment which forms an image on a web material 
- this image formation equipment - the web material by which image formation was carried out is sent 
in in equipment with said web-material sending means, and it is characterized by performing after 
treatment to this web material. 

[0027] Moreover, if it is in the image formation equipment of this invention, it is characterized by 
having an image formation means to form an image on the web material conveyed, and the 
above-mentioned web-material processor which performs after treatment to the web material which 
performed image formation with this image formation means. 
[0028] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] With reference to a drawing, the gestalt of suitable implementation of 
this invention is explained in detail in instantiation below. However, the dimension of the component 
part indicated by the gestalt of this operation, the quality of the material, a configuration, its relative 
configuration, etc. are not the things of those meanings limited to seeing about the range of this 
invention, as long as there is no specific publication especially. 

[0029] (Gestalt of the 1st operation) With reference to drawing 1 , drawing 3 - drawing 1 1 , and drawing 
13 , the web-material processor and image formation equipment concerning the gestalt of operation of 
the 1st of this invention are explained. 

[0030] In addition, the case where it is option-equipment with which the web-material processor 
consisted of explanation of the gestalt of this operation free [ attachment and detachment ] to image 
formation equipment as independent equipment is explained to an example. However, although it cannot 
be overemphasized that it is applied also when preparing for image formation equipment in one, since 
especially a functionally different thing from the case of the web-material processor explained below 
does not have the web-material processor of this invention, the explanation is omitted. 
[0031] Drawing 1 is the typical sectional view showing the condition of having been equipped with the 
web-material processor to image formation equipment. In addition, in the example of illustration, image 
formation equipment is a copying machine and a web-material processor is a finisher. 
[0032] First, the body of image formation equipment is explained. 

[0033] (Image formation equipment) The body 1 of image formation equipment is equipped with the 
manuscript feed gear 2. 

[0034] A manuscript is laid in the manuscript installation section 3, carries out sequential separation one 
sheet at a time by the feed section 4, and is supplied, then, a resist roller pair — 5 stops and a skew is 
corrected by forming a loop formation. Then, it passes along the introductory pass 6 and the image 
formed in the manuscript front face is read by passing a reading station 7. The manuscript which passed 
the reading station 7 passes along the discharge pass 8, and is discharged on the discharge tray 9. 
[0035] moreover, in reading front flesh-side both sides, it carries out as mentioned above first because 
reading of a front face passes a reading station 7 - having — the after that and discharge pass 8 ~ a 
passage - a reversal roller pair - the condition of having carried out front flesh-side reversal bv 10 - 
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again — a resist roller pair — it is sent to 5. 

[0036] and surface reading the same - a resist roller pair - a skew sets right by 5 - having - the 
introductory pass 6 — a passage - a reading station 7 — a front face (it is a rear face at this time) — 
forming - having had an image - reading - having . And it passes along the discharge pass 8 and is 
discharged to the discharge tray 9. 

[0037] The reflected light obtained by on the other hand irradiating light according to an illumination 
system 1 1 to the manuscript image which passes a reading station 7 is led to an optical element 13 (CCD 
or other components) by the mirror 12, and image data is obtained. And the laser light based on this 
image data is irradiated at the photo conductor drum 14, and a latent image is formed. 
[0038] However, although especially illustration is not carried out, it can also constitute so that the 
reflected light may be irradiated at the direct photo conductor drum 14 and a latent image may be formed 
by the above-mentioned mirror 12. 

[0039] A toner image is formed with the toner with which the latent image formed in the photo 
conductor drum 14 was supplied from the toner feeder which is not illustrated further. 
[0040] 15 is a cassette which holds record media, such as paper or plastic film. It is supplied to the 
location where a record medium counters with the photo conductor drum 14 from a cassette 15 
according to a record signal, and the toner image formed in the photo conductor drum 14 by imprint 
equipment 16 is imprinted on a record medium. And the record medium with which the toner image was 
imprinted is sent to an anchorage device 17, and it is fixed to it. 

[0041] When forming an image in both sides of a record medium, by the anchorage device 17, the record 
medium with which it was fixed to the image of one side is again sent between the photo conductor 
drum 14 and imprint equipment 16 through the double-sided pass 18 prepared in the downstream of an 
anchorage device 17, and the NA image for a web material is formed in a rear face. And it is fixed to a 
toner image with an anchorage device 17, and is discharged outside (finisher 19 side). 
[0042] (Web-material processor) A finisher 19 is explained with reference to drawing 3 . Drawing 3 is 
the typical sectional view of a web-material processor (finisher). 

[0043] 19 is a finisher as a web-material processor, and is engaged and (wearing) used for the body 1 of 
image formation equipment. 

[0044] 20 - an inlet-port guide pair - it is — the delivery roller pair of the body 1 of image formation 
equipment - it shows reception and a finisher 19 to the web material discharged from 21. SI is a 
web-material detection sensor, and detects the web material which has advanced into the finisher 19. 
[0045] 22 is an inlet-port conveyance roller pair as a web-material sending means which **** and 
conveys a web material, and sends a web material into the interior of equipment. 23a and 23b - a 
conveyance guide pair — it is — an inlet-port conveyance roller pair - the web material conveyed from 
22 is guided and the conveyance path is formed. 

[0046] Moreover, although conveyance guide pair 23 a and 23b are explained in detail later, it serves also 
as the web-material loading function to make a web material stand by. In other words, the web-material 
attaching part which can two or more sheet hold a web material is prepared in the conveyance path. 
[0047] Although it is behind detailed also here and 24 is explained, it is a conveyance unit as a 
web-material bundle conveyance device which has the function to convey a web material or a 
web-material bundle from conveyance guide pair 23a and 23b on the after-treatment tray 25 as the 1st 
web-material loading section, and the function conveyed on the loading tray 26 as the 2nd web-material 
loading section from the after-treatment tray 25. 

[0048] Back end dropping [ 38 ] for making the back end of the web material conveyed from conveyance 
guide pair 23a and 23b install in the after-treatment tray 25 certainly near the conveyance unit 24 is 
formed. 

[0049] moreover, the interior of conveyance guide pair 23a and 23b - setting - an inlet-port conveyance 
roller pair - in order to make the web material conveyed from the body 1 of image formation equipment 
stand by to conveyance guide pair 23a and 23b near 22 before being conveyed by the after-treatment tray 
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25, the web-material maintenance arm 27 as a pinching member for ****(ing) and holding a web 
material is formed. 

[0050] This web-material maintenance arm 27 serves as the function to guide the back end, and the 
function to hold a web material, and is controlled free [ rocking ]. 

[0051] 28 is an adjustment plate which constitutes an adjustment means, it guides the both ends of the 
web material discharged by the after-treatment tray 25, carries out ****** adjustment, and is arranged at 
the crosswise both sides which intersect perpendicularly with the conveyance direction of the web 
material discharged, respectively. 

[0052] 29 is a stopper, is discharged by the after-treatment tray 25 and catches the back end of the web 
material sent in with the drawing-in roller 43. 

[0053] Here, with the gestalt of this operation, the case of the stapler device (stapler means) in which 
****** is carried out to a web-material bundle is explained as an after-treatment function 
(after-treatment means) of a web material. 

[0054] However, as an after-treatment function, it cannot limit to this and after-treatment devices, such 
as a case of the bookbinding-ized function (bookbinding-ized means) which sizes in a web-material 
bundle, for example, binds a book, and a punch function (punch means) which punches to a web 
material, can also be applied. 

[0055] In the stapler device in the gestalt of this operation, it has the upper stapler 32 and has the 
bending section which bends the needle struck by this upper stapler 32 from the bottom stapler 3 1 . 
[0056] The bottom stapler 31 is constituted so that it may rock centering on a shaft 33, and the upper 
stapler 32 is constituted so that it may rock centering on a shaft 34. 

[0057] Moreover, the bottom stapler 31 and the upper stapler 32 are respectively constituted movable in 
shafts 33 and 34 in the thrust direction (cross direction which intersects perpendicularly with the 
web-material conveyance direction). 

[0058] The bottom stapler 31 has the screw section which engages with the screw shaft 35 which has a 
spiral screw slot on a periphery, and is constituted by rotation of a screw shaft 35 movable in the thrust 
direction. 

[0059] The upper stapler 32 has the screw section which engages with the screw shaft 36 which has a 
spiral screw slot on a periphery, and is constituted by rotation of a screw shaft 36 movable in the thrust 
direction. 

[0060] In addition, it connects with the drive motor which is not illustrated, respectively through a gear 
etc., and the drive is given to screw shafts 35 and 36. 

[0061] when the web material after after treatment, a web-material bundle, or after treatment is 
unnecessary, after treatment should do 26 - the loading tray for loading the web material which is not - 
it is - a perpendicular direction ~ being movable (rise and fall being possible) - it is constituted. 
[0062] S2 is a space detection sensor and detects the maximum top face of the web material on the 
loading tray 26. 

[0063] It is the back end guide which consisted of perpendicular fields, and 37 guides the back end of 
the web material on the abbreviation loading tray 26 which moves perpendicularly. 
[0064] Next, the configuration of a web-material standby device for making the web-material attaching 
part in the interior of a finisher's 19 conveyance guide pair 23a and 23b (interior of a conveyance path) 
and a web material **** and stand by and the conveyance condition of the web material in that case are 
explained in detail using drawing 4 (a), (b), and drawing 5 (c) and (d). 

[0065] first, a discharge roller pair - a web material is conveyed from 21. if the web-material detection 
sensor SI detects this web material - M3 motor - driving - an inlet-port conveyance roller pair - 22 
and roller 24a is rotated and a web material is conveyed in the direction of a lower stream of a river. 
Here, roller 24a is the web-material conveyance means which can change the conveyance direction of a 
web material to the upstream and the downstream. 

[0066] the back end of a web material - an inlet-port conveyance roller pair - 22 is passed, if specified 
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quantity "A points of drawing 4 (b) M conveyance is carried out, the drive of M3 motor will be stopped, 
then the drive of M3 motor will be reversed, and this web material will be conveyed in the direction (the 
direction of the upstream) contrary to the conveyance direction which was being conveyed until now. 
[0067] Moreover, it makes the drawing 4 (b) arrow-head above rock the web-material maintenance arm 
27 energized with the spring 49 to it and coincidence in the drawing 4 (a) continuous-line location by 
applying excitation to a solenoid 48 (in direction which opens a tip). 

[0068] and the back end (in this case, upstream tip) of the web material which switchbacks - a 
conveyance guide pair - 23 sticks and it sends in to reliance section 23c. 

[0069] Then, excitation of a solenoid 48 is canceled, a web material can be held and a web material can 
be made to stand by by returning the web-material maintenance arm 27 in the direction of drawing 5 
Nakashita. 

[0070] thus, an inlet-port conveyance roller pair - a web material can be held down [ side / of the web 
material by 22 / conveyance ] the gravity direction. 

[0071] At this time, the web material currently held meets on the web-material bundle currently loaded 
into the conveyance guides 23a and 23b and the after-treatment tray 25 of that lower stream of a river, or 
there, and is loaded ranging over both. 

[0072] Next, what the web material of two or more sheets is stood by and loaded for by performing 
actuation with the same said of the web material conveyed from the body 1 of image formation 
equipment (three-sheet loading is performed with the gestalt of this operation) is possible. 
[0073] Here, if conveyance guide pair 23a tends to be carried in to a degree and you are going to make it 
carry in a web material to 23b when there is a web material which has already held and stood by, as 
shown in drawing 5 (d), roller 24a of the conveyance unit 24 will rotate in the direction which is going to 
draw out the web material in the condition of holding with the web-material maintenance arm 27. 
Therefore, this conveyance force that it is going to draw out is reduced by using roller 24a as a sponge 
roller. However, roller 24a should just be not only a sponge roller but a low conveyance member (elastic 
low friction member). That is, it has set up so that the direction of the force which pinches a web 
material by the web-material maintenance arm 27 rather than the conveyance force of conveying a web 
material in the direction of a lower stream of a river by roller 24a may become large. 
[0074] A web material can be held making roller 24a pinch a web material by doing in this way. 
Therefore, since a web material can be held shortening distance of a conveyance path, a web material 
can be stood by in few tooth spaces, and, moreover, it is not necessary to interrupt conveyance of a web 
material. 

[0075] next, a web material or a web-material bundle ~ a conveyance guide pair - the configuration of 
the conveyance unit 24 which has the function conveyed on the after-treatment tray 25 from 23 and the 
function conveyed on the loading tray 26 from the after-treatment tray 25, and the web-material 
conveyance condition in that case are explained in detail using drawing 6 (a), (b), drawing 7 (c) and (d), 
drawing 8 (e) and (f), drawing 9 and drawing 10 (a), and (b). 

[0076] First, in order to make needle binding the after-treatment tray 25, convention number-of- sheets 
loading of the request of a web-material bundle is carried out ( drawing 6 R> 6 (a)). 
[0077] And interruption of a web material is not performed so that pro DAKUTIBI tea may not be 
reduced. That is, the web material conveyed from image formation equipment is held in the condition of 
having made the above-mentioned web-material standby device loading on the web-material bundle 
loaded into conveyance guide pair 23a, 23b, and the after-treatment tray 25, and conveyance to an 
after-treatment tray is made to stand by. 

[0078] With the web-material processor in the gestalt of this operation, the staple actuation to the 
web-material bundle currently loaded on the after-treatment tray 25 can be finished by making the web 
material of three sheets stand by. 

[0079] After web-material standby actuation of three sheets is completed, the drive of Ml motor shown 
in drawing 9 R> 9 begins. In addition, drawing 9 is the drive-system perspective view of the conveyance 
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unit 24. 

[0080] By the drive of Ml motor, by the configuration using a well-known spring clutch, the conveyance 
unit 24 makes shaft 24b the center of rotation, and it falls in the direction of an arrow head of drawing 6 
(b), and is crowded. And sponge roller 24d which descends in connection with it is contacted on the 
web-material bundle [ finishing / a staple ] currently loaded on the after-treatment tray 25, and three 
standby web materials loaded on it. 

[0081] However, since it has turned contrary to the direction which conveys a web-material bundle on 
the loading tray 26 sponge roller 24d at this time, the drive of Ml motor is stopped here. 
[0082] Moreover, since it is prepared like a color on the periphery front face of shaft 24c sponge roller 
24d, even if shaft 24c rotates, the drive is constituted so that it may not get across to sponge roller 24d. 
[0083] Next, it is engaging with shaft 24c by what the conveyance unit 24 is pushed in for more than 
sponge roller 24d is in contact with the web-material bundle on the after-treatment tray 25 (it pushes in 
so that the sponge section may be dented) according to the pushing device 39 which pushes in the 
conveyance unit 24 in the direction of an arrow head, and rubber roller 24g with a path smaller than a 
sponge roller 24d diameter enables it to contact the web-material bundle on the after-treatment tray 25, 
as shown in drawing 10 . 

[0084] Then, the drive of M2 motor is started, rubber roller 24g and rubber roller 24f which engaged 
with shaft 24e prepared so that it might become a pair through a web-material bundle are rotated, and a 
web-material bundle is made to convey in the loading tray 26 direction. 

[0085] Here, the configuration of the pushing device 39 is prepared in the pushing arm 40 which pushes 
in in contact with the conveyance unit 24, and the pushing arm 40 through a spring, exists the slide plate 
41 slid possible [ rise and fall ], the motor which gives a drive to the slide plate 41, and between them, 
and consists of transfer gears 42 which transmit the drive of a motor to the slide plate 41 . 
[0086] Coincidence can be made to convey the web-material bundle [ finishing / a staple ] currently 
loaded on the after-treatment tray 25, and three standby web materials loaded on it in the loading tray of 
same direction 26 direction by the above ( drawing 6 (b)). 

[0087] If distance from web-material thrust reliance side 23c of conveyance guide pair 23a and 23b to 
roller 24a of the conveyance unit 24 is set to LI and distance from the web-material contact side of the 
web-material back end stopper 29 of the after-treatment tray 25 to roller 24f of the conveyance unit 24 is 
set to L2 as shown in drawing 7 , he is trying to take the relation of L2<L1 here. 
[0088] In other words, it is set up so that the direction of the amount of protrusions by the side of the 
loading tray 26 of the web material loaded into the after-treatment tray 25 may become larger than the 
amount of protrusions by the side of the loading tray 26 of the web material held at the web-material 
attaching part in conveyance guide pair 23a and 23b. 

[0089] When the web material loaded into the after-treatment tray 25 and the web material held at a 
web-material attaching part are conveyed by the conveyance unit 24 by this at coincidence, former one 
will precede. 

[0090] Therefore, even if the back end of the web-material bundle [ finishing / a staple ] currently 
conveyed in the loading tray 26 direction and a web-material bundle [ finishing / a staple / among three 
standby web materials loaded on it ] escapes from roller 24f and is discharged and loaded on the loading 
tray 26, three standby web materials loaded on it can maintain the condition that roller 24a **** ( 
drawing 7 (c)). 

[0091] By it, the moment a web-material bundle [ finishing / a staple ] escapes from roller 24f, the 
adjustment gap by a part for the thickness of the bundle and three standby web materials loaded on it 
falling in the roller 24f side can be prevented. 

[0092] The back end of three standby web materials escapes from roller 24a, and if specified quantity 
conveyance is carried out, the drive of M2 motor will carry out an inversion drive in the direction made 
to convey in the after-treatment tray 25 direction in which staple processing is performed from the 
direction made to convey in the loading tray 26 direction of old ( drawing 7 (d)). 
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[0093] By making it and coincidence reverse a motor, the pressurization condition by the pushing device 
39 is canceled, the contact to a rubber roller 24g web-material top face is canceled, and it changes to 
contact of only sponge roller 24d. 

[0094] Moreover, the drive of Ml motor is started to coincidence and sponge roller 24d is rotated. And 
the drawing-in roller 43 using the drive of M3 motor is also used, and three standby web materials are 
made to convey. 

[0095] Here, the one-way clutch is prepared in the drawing-in roller 43, and in order to perform standby 
actuation of a web material, in case M3 motor is reversed, conveyance guide pair 23a and 23b dash a 
web material and it sends in to section 23c, it constitutes so that the drawing-in roller 43 may not be 
reversed. It has prevented that this disturbs the adjustment of the web material loaded on the 
after-treatment tray 25. 

[0096] Three standby web materials which convey the after-treatment tray 25 top reverse Ml motor at 
the same time they contact a stopper 29, they raise the conveyance unit 24 in the direction of an arrow 
head, and stop M2 motor, and end conveyance to the after-treatment tray 25 of three standby web 
materials ( drawing 8 (e)). 

[0097] Then, a web-material standby device is not made to stand by and load until it reaches the 
predetermined number of sheets by which needle binding is carried out to the after-treatment tray 25 to 
the web material continued and conveyed from the body 1 of image formation equipment, therefore, an 
inlet-port conveyance roller pair — a web material is conveyed by 22 and roller 24a, the back end of this 
web material escapes from roller 24a, when specified quantity conveyance is carried out, start the drive 
of Ml motor, and fall in the direction of an arrow head, the conveyance unit 24 is made crowded, and 
roller 24d is made to contact on a web material ( drawing 8 (f)) 

[0098] Roller 24d is rotated by driving Ml motor then, a web material is conveyed along the 
after-treatment tray 25 top, and this web material is made to dash and load into a stopper 29. And Ml 
motor is reversed and the conveyance unit 24 is returned to a position. Henceforth, an activity is repeated 
until it becomes the number of bundles which repeated the actuation mentioned above and was specified. 

[0099] an inlet-port conveyance roller pair [ in / here / the interior of conveyance guide pair 23a and 23b 
] ~ 22 and roller 24a and the drive transfer system of the drawing-in roller 43 are explained using 
drawing 1 1 . Drawing 1 1 is the mimetic diagram showing the drive transfer system of the web-material 
processor concerning the gestalt of this operation. 

[0100] a pulley is engaged on the shaft of M3 motor used as a driving source — having - ****-- an 
inlet-port conveyance roller pair - the belt Tl is formed in the gear engaged on the shaft of 22 and the 
stage gear a44, the stage gear b45, and the form to lay. 

[0101] Furthermore, the stage gear a44 is connected with the gear which engaged with shaft 24b 

prepared in roller 24a, and the stage gear b45 is engaging with the stage gear c46 and the gear engaged 

on the shaft of the drawing-in roller 43 through belt T3 further through a belt T2. 

[0102] By this, M3 motor reaches performing normal rotation or an inversion drive inlet-port 

conveyance roller pair 22 in connection with it, and roller 24a rotates in normal rotation or the inversion 

direction. 

[0103] Moreover, since the one-way clutch is prepared, the drawing-in roller 43 becomes pivotable only 
in the direction which draws a web material in a stopper 29. 

[0104] Moreover, the web-material detection sensor SI and the space detection sensor S2 in a finisher 
19 are connected to CPU which controls the drive of the whole equipment. CPU performs excitation 
control of each pressure-welding solenoid while carrying out the roll control of each motor mentioned 
above based on the detection signal from each sensor. 
[0105] The control-block Fig. about said CPU is shown in drawing 13 . 

[0106] To be shown in this control-block Fig., ROM and RAM are connected to CPU and various 
conveyance system-related members, the various members of the loading tray section, and various 
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adjustment/staple-related members are controlled. 

[0107] In addition, as various members of the above-mentioned conveyance system relation, as shown in 
drawing 13 , there are the web-material detection sensor SI, the conveyance drive motors Ml, M2, and 
M3, a pushing device motor, a sheet maintenance arm solenoid, a conveyance koro solenoid, etc. 
[0108] Moreover, as various members of the above-mentioned loading tray section, there are the space 
detection sensor S2, a tray rise-and-fall motor, a rise-and-fall clock sensor, an upper case switch, a 
lower-berth switch, etc. 

[0109] Moreover, as various members of the above-mentioned adjustment/staple relation, there are an 
adjustment HP sensor, an adjustment motor, a staple HP sensor, a staple motor, etc. 
[0110] Next, actuation of the finisher of the above-mentioned configuration at the time of each 
processing-mode selection is explained. 

[01 1 1] (at the time of stack mode selection) Actuation of the finisher at the time of stack mode selection 
is explained first. 

[0112] the delivery roller pair of the body 1 of image formation equipment — if the web material 
discharged from 21 is detected by the web-material detection sensor SI — M3 motor — a drive — 
beginning - an inlet-port conveyance roller pair - 22 and roller 24a rotate. 

[01 13] M3 motor is rotated more than the part to which the back end of a web material escapes from the 
nip of roller 24a at least. 

[01 14] Thereby, a web material is discharged on the after-treatment tray 25. 

[0115] And a drive is started, Ml motor pushes down the conveyance unit 24 in the after-treatment tray 
25 direction, and is full, and roller 24d is made to contact on the web material discharged on the 
after-treatment tray 25. 

[0116] Sponge roller 24d is rotated by driving Ml motor then, and a web material is conveyed along the 
after-treatment tray 25 top, and the drive of Ml motor is stopped and it is made to load in the place 
dashed against the stopper 29. And Ml motor is reversed and the conveyance unit 24 is returned to a 
position. 

[0117] Next, an adjustment motor (un-illustrating) is rotated, the adjustment plate 28 is moved crosswise 
which intersects perpendicularly with the web-material conveyance direction, and it has consistency by 
hitting against the web-material both ends on the after-treatment tray 25. this - a predetermined 
number-of-sheets time - it repeats. 

[0118] If it becomes the web-material bundle of predetermined number of sheets, Ml motor is made to 
drive, and the conveyance unit 24 will be pushed down in the after-treatment tray 25 direction, it will be 
crowded, and sponge roller 24d will be made to contact on a web-material bundle. And Ml motor is 
stopped, it is engaging with shaft 24c according to the pushing device 39 by what the conveyance unit 24 
is pushed in for more than sponge roller 24d is in contact with the web-material bundle on the 
after-treatment tray 25 (it pushes in so that the sponge section may be dented), and rubber roller 24g with 
a path smaller than a sponge roller 24d diameter enables it to contact the web-material bundle on the 
after-treatment tray 25. 

[01 19] Then, the drive of M2 motor is started, rubber roller 24g and rubber roller 24f which was 
prepared so that it might become a pair through a web-material bundle and which engaged with shaft 24e 
are rotated, and a web-material bundle is made to convey and load in the loading tray 26 direction. 
[0120] And a tray shift motor (un-illustrating) is rotated, the specified quantity and the loading tray 26 
are dropped, after that, a tray shift motor is reversed and the loading tray 26 is raised. If a loading 
web-material top face (the maximum top face) is detected by the space detection sensor S2 at this time, 
the drive of a tray shift motor will be stopped. 

[0121] (at the time of staple mode selection) Actuation of the finisher at the time of staple mode 
selection is explained below. 

[0122] In addition, the web material of request number of sheets is discharged on the after-treatment tray 
25, and it loads, and since the sequence to adjust is the same sequence as the above-mentioned stack 
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mode, it omits the explanation here. 

[0123] The bottom stapler 31 and the upper stapler 32 perform one or more binding processings at the 
edge of the web material on the after-treatment tray 25 after adjustment termination. After binding 
processing is completed, a web material is transported and loaded on the loading tray 26 by the same 
sequence as the stack mode stated also to the point. 

[0124] (at the time of the staple mode selection of a large number bundle creation) Next, actuation of the 
finisher 19 at the time of the staple mode selection of the a large number bundle creation which is the 
description of the gestalt of this operation is explained. 

[0125] A web material is first loaded and adjusted on the after-treatment tray 25 like the 
above-mentioned stack mode. 

[0126] This actuation is repeated until it becomes predetermined number of sheets. 

[0127] although it says after it needle binding actuation by staple by the finisher 19 - the delivery roller 

pair of the body 1 of image formation equipment — a web material is conveyed from 21, without being 

interrupted, and — if a web material is detected by the web-material detection sensor SI, performing 

staple actuation on the after-treatment tray 25 - M3 motor - a drive - beginning - an inlet-port 

conveyance roller pair - 22 and roller 24a rotate and a web material is conveyed. 

[0128] When the web-material back end is detected by the web-material detection sensor SI and it is 

conveyed to the location whose back end of a web material is A points of drawing 4 , it is applying 

excitation to a solenoid and the web-material maintenance arm 27 which conveys a web material in the 

direction contrary to the conveyance direction which was being conveyed until now, and is energized 

with the spring to it and coincidence is made to rock in the direction which a tip opens. 

[0129] and the back end (in this case, tip of the conveyance direction) of the web material to reverse - a 

conveyance guide pair — 23 sticks and it sends in to reliance section 23c. And excitation of a solenoid is 

canceled, and a web material can be held and can be made to stand by by what the web-material 

maintenance arm 27 is returned for (a tip is closed). 

[0130] At this time, the web material currently held is loaded ranging over the web-material bundle top 
currently loaded on the conveyance guide 23 and the after-treatment tray 25 of that lower stream of a 
river. 

[0131] Next, also about the web material conveyed from the body 1 of image formation equipment, same 
actuation is performed, and the web material of three sheets is stood by and loaded. 
[0132] The web-material bundle currently loaded on the after-treatment tray 25 which was performing 
needle binding processing by the above-mentioned stapler starts the drive of Ml motor, since it has 
finished the processing, pushes down the conveyance unit 24 in the after-treatment tray 25 direction, and 
is crowded here, and roller 24d makes contact on the web-material bundle [ finishing / a staple ] 
currently loaded on the after-treatment tray 25, and three standby web materials loaded on it. 
[0133] And Ml motor is stopped, it is engaging with shaft 24c and rubber roller 24g smaller than a 
sponge roller 24d diameter enables it to contact the web-material bundle on the after-treatment tray 25 
according to the pushing device 39 by what the conveyance unit 24 is pushed in for more than sponge 
roller 24d is in contact with the web-material bundle on the after-treatment tray 25 (it pushes in so that 
the sponge section may be dented). 

[0134] And the drive of M2 motor is started, rubber roller 24g and rubber roller 24f which was prepared 
so that it might become a pair through a web-material bundle and which engaged with shaft 24e are 
rotated, and coincidence is made to convey the web-material bundle [ finishing / a staple ] currently 
loaded on the after-treatment tray 25, and three standby web materials loaded on it in the loading tray of 
same direction 26 direction. 

[0135] By making each back end of the web-material bundle [ finishing / a staple ] currently loaded on 
the after-treatment tray 25, and three standby web materials loaded on it shift and convey, as mentioned 
above Even if the back end of a web-material bundle [ finishing / a staple ] escapes from roller 24f and is 
delivered [ paper ] to it and loaded by the loading tray 26, three standby web materials loaded on it can 
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maintain the condition that roller 24a ****. 

[0136] Here, the loading tray 26 is made to rotate a tray shift motor (un-illustrating) for processing of the 
web-material bundle discharged and loaded, and the loading tray 26 is dropped, and after that, only the 
specified quantity reverses a tray shift motor and raises the loading tray 26. 

[0137] If a loading web-material top face (the maximum top face) is detected by the space detection 
sensor S2 at this time, the drive of a tray shift motor will be stopped. 

[0138] On the other hand, the back end of three standby web materials escapes from roller 24a, and if 
specified quantity conveyance is carried out, the drive of M2 motor will carry out an inversion drive in 
the direction made to convey in the direction of an after-treatment tray in which staple processing is 
performed from the direction made to convey in the loading tray 26 direction of old. 
[0139] By making it and coincidence reverse the motor which drives the pushing device 39, a 
pressurization condition is canceled, the contact to a rubber roller 24g web-material top face is canceled, 
and it changes to contact of only sponge roller 24d. 

[0140] Moreover, the drive of Ml motor is started to coincidence and sponge roller 24d is rotated. And 
the drawing-in roller 43 using the drive of M3 motor is also used, and three standby web materials are 
made to convey. 

[0141] Three standby web materials which convey the after-treatment tray 25 top reverse Ml motor at 
the same time they contact a stopper 29, they raise the conveyance unit 24, and stop M2 motor, and end 
conveyance to the after-treatment tray 25 of three standby web materials. 

[0142] Next, an adjustment motor (un-illustrating) is rotated and it has consistency by moving the 
adjustment plate 28 crosswise which intersects perpendicularly with the web-material conveyance 
direction, and hitting against the web-material both ends on the after-treatment tray 25. 
[0143] Then, it is not necessary to make a web-material standby device stand by and load until it reaches 
the predetermined number of sheets by which needle binding is carried out to the after-treatment tray 25 
to the web material continued and conveyed from the body 1 of image formation equipment, therefore, 
an inlet-port conveyance roller pair — a web material is conveyed, the back end of this web material 
escapes from roller 24a, when specified quantity conveyance is carried out by 22 and roller 24a, start the 
drive of Ml motor, and fall in the after-treatment tray 25 direction, the conveyance unit 24 is made 
crowded, and roller 24d is made to contact on a web material by it 

[0144] Roller 24d is rotated by driving Ml motor then, a web material is conveyed along the 
after-treatment tray 25 top, and a stopper 29 is made to dash and load. Coincidence is made to reverse 
Ml motor and the conveyance unit 24 is raised. 

[0145] Next, an adjustment motor (un-illustrating) is rotated, the adjustment plate 28 is moved crosswise 

which intersects perpendicularly with the web-material conveyance direction, and it has consistency by 

hitting against the web-material both ends on the after-treatment tray 25. 

[0146] Thus, said actuation is repeated until it becomes the specified number of bundles. 

[0147] And if accumulated to the appointed number of sheets which performs staple processing, the 

sequence written to the beginning in this mode is met, and it will be henceforth continued until the 

number [ finishing / a staple ] of bundles which repeated and wished the same actuation is created. 

[0148] Since the web-material maintenance device was prepared in the interior of conveyance pass in the 

gestalt of this operation as mentioned above, it is not necessary to prepare the pass (buffer roller path 

mentioned above) of the dedication for making a web material stand by. 

[0149] Moreover, ranging over the web-material bundle top loaded on the conveyance pass of existing 
by the web material made to stand by, and the after-treatment tray on the lower stream of a river, the 
almost existing part was used for the tooth space holding a web material loading and by making it hold. 
[0150] Therefore, preventing the fall of pro DAKUTIBI tea, since it is not necessary to interrupt 
conveyance of a web material, it is space-saving and it is possible to offer low cost equipment. 
[0151] Moreover, it was made to make it convey so that it may be in the condition of having made 
coincidence conveying the web material which is standing by according to the web-material maintenance 
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device, and the web-material bundle currently loaded into the after-treatment tray in the same direction 
according to the conveyance device prepared in the lower stream of a river of conveyance pass, and 
having shifted the back end location to the conveyance direction of each web material or a web-material 
bundle. It is also possible to offer by this, the equipment which shortens this time amount in this the 
actuation of a series of, and leads to the improvement in productivity (improvement in pro DAKUTDBI 
tea) of conveying the web material which was standing by according to the web-material maintenance 
device in order to perform after treatment next, after usually ending evacuation of the web-material 
bundle on an after-treatment tray. 

[0152] (Gestalt of the 2nd operation) The gestalt of the 2nd operation is shown in drawing 12 . Although 
the gestalt of implementation of the above 1st showed the case where the member of the shape of an arm 
as shown in drawing 4 (a) etc. was used as a web-material maintenance means (pinching means) in a 
web-material standby device, the gestalt of this operation explains the case where the sponge roller 47 is 
used as a pinching means. 

[0153] Since it is the gestalt and identitas of the 1st operation about other configurations and operations, 
the sign same about the same component is attached and the explanation is omitted. 
[0154] Drawing 12 is the typical sectional view of the principal part of the web-material processor 
concerning the gestalt of operation of the 2nd of this invention. 

[0155] The sponge roller 47 was formed in the conveyance path, and it constituted from a gestalt of this 
operation so that a web material might be pinched and held with this sponge roller 47. 
[0156] That is, in the gestalt of this operation, if conveyed to the location whose back end of a web 
material is A points of drawing 4 (b), reverse the conveyance direction, involve a web material in the 
sponge roller 47 which is rotating in the drawing Nakaya mark direction, and it is made to hold down, 
and it is constituted so that may web-material-hold and it may be made to load. 

[0157] Here, if you are going to make it carry in a web material to conveyance guide pair 23 when there 
is a web material which has already held and stood by next, roller 24a of the conveyance unit 24 will 
rotate in the direction which is going to draw out the web material in the condition of holding with the 
sponge roller 47. 

[0158] Therefore, the spring which gives a certain amount of energization force to the sponge roller 47 is 
prepared, and it is constituted so that relation to which the holding power of the sponge roller 47 
becomes large rather than the drawing force of roller 24a can be maintained. 

[0159] Thereby, two or more web materials can be held by space-saving like the case of the gestalt of the 
above-mentioned implementation. 

[0160] (Gestalt of other operations) Although the copying machine was illustrated as image formation 
equipment with the gestalt of operation mentioned above, this invention may not be limited to this and 
may be other image formation equipments, such as a printer and facsimile. Even if it is the case of which 
image formation equipment, the same effectiveness can be acquired by applying the web-material 
processor concerning the gestalt of this above-mentioned implementation. 

[0161] Moreover, in the case of the web-material processor which it has in one in image formation 
equipment although the web-material processor which can be detached and attached freely was 
illustrated to image formation equipment by old explanation as above-mentioned, it applies similarly, but 
it can do, and the same effectiveness can be acquired. 

[0162] Moreover, although the case of an electrophotography method was illustrated as a recording 
method in the image formation equipment mentioned above, it is not limited to this and other recording 
methods, such as an ink jet method, can be adopted. 

[0163] Moreover, although a stapler means to create a web-material bundle was illustrated as an 
after-treatment means in the interior of the finisher of a web-material processor as mentioned above, it is 
not limited to this and web-material bundle creation means, such as a pasting bookbinding device, can 
also be applied. 
[0164] 
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[Effect of the Invention] As explained above, it can realize space-saving and low cost, aiming at 
improvement in pro DAKUTEBI tea, since this invention does not need to prepare the pass of the 
dedication for making a web material stand by since the web-material attaching part which can two or 
more sheet hold a web material was prepared in the conveyance path etc. and does not need to interrupt 
conveyance of a web material. 

[0165] Moreover, when holding a web material by the web-material attaching part, the tooth space for 
holding a web material is narrow, and can be managed with holding a web material, after the tip of a web 
material has exceeded the web-material conveyance means. 

[0166] moreover, in being able to prepare in coincidence the web material held at the web-material 
bundle by which the web-material bundle conveyance device was loaded into the 1st web-material 
loading section, and the web-material attaching part possible [ conveyance ] and conveying these to 
coincidence It conveys so that the web-material bundle loaded into the 1st web-material loading section 
may precede rather than the web material held at the web-material attaching part. By a web-material 
bundle conveyance device being controlled so that the web material currently held at the web-material 
attaching part may be conveyed in the 1st web-material loading section, after making a web-material 
bundle load into the 2nd loading section In order to start actuation for discharging the sheet bundle after 
after treatment, and the next after-treatment actuation to coincidence, productivity improves. 



[Translation done.] 
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[Field of the Invention] This invention is constituted free [ attachment and detachment ] to image 
formation equipments, such as a copying machine and a printer, and relates to the web-material 
processor which performs after treatment of a web material [ finishing / image formation ] or the 
web-material processor which it has in one to image formation equipment, and image formation 
equipment equipped with the web-material processor. 



lof I 



2/9/2006 9:04 AM 



JP,2003-08 15 1 7,A [PRIOR ART] 
PRIOR ART 



http://www4.ipdl.ncipi.go.jp/cgi-bin/tran_web_cgi_eije 



[Description of the Prior Art] In recent years, web-material processors, such asa ******** sorter, are 
developed in the web material [ finishing / image formation ] as an option of image formation 
equipments, such as an electrophotography copying machine and a laser beam printer. 
[0003] And not only a sort function but a certain amount of web material is loaded and adjusted, or 
the stapler which carries out needle binding is formed and it is becoming various with it being as 
creating a web-material bundle **** at this kind of web-material processor. 

[0004] In the web-material processor equipped with the stapler which carries out needle binding, after 
passing the conveyance way formed in the interior of a body in the web material conveyed in the body 
of a web-material processor and loading the tray for after treatment, it is made to perform binding 
actuation. 

[0005] By the way, when filing a web-material bundle, the stapler which is a binding means is moved 
and it is made to perform one-place binding or two or more binding (usually two-place binding). 
[0006] Here, while performing binding actuation, the web material of the following job cannot be 
loaded into the tray for after treatment. Therefore, having opened between the papers between jobs 
was common between binding actuation. 

[0007] However, if it opens in this way between the papers between jobs, pro DAKUTIBI tea will fall. 
It is indicated by the JP,9-48545,A public presentation official report as a technique of preventing the 
fall of such pro DAKUTIBI tea. 

[0008] This technique is explained with reference to drawing 2 . Drawing 2 is the typical sectional 
view of the web-material processor concerning the conventional technique. 

[0009] With this equipment, the web material was twisted around the rotating buffer roller, and the 
buffer roller path which makes conveyance to an after-treatment tray stand by is prepared in the 
conveyance path in the middle of conveying a web material on an after-treatment tray. 
[0010] After storing the web material conveyed from image formation equipment in the buffer roller 
path by such configuration, and a front web-material bundle's ending binding actuation on an 
after-treatment tray and conveying from an after-treatment tray, he was trying to prevent the fall of pro 
DAKUTIBI tea by making it make the tray for after treatment convey the web-material bundle 
currently stored in the buffer roller. 
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[Effect of the Invention] As explained above, it can realize space-saving and low cost, aiming at 
improvement in pro DAKUTIBI tea, since this invention does not need to prepare the pass of the 
dedication for making a web material stand by since the web-material attaching part which can two or 
more sheet hold a web material was prepared in the conveyance path etc. and does not need to 
interrupt conveyance of a web material. 

[0165] Moreover, when holding a web material by the web-material attaching part, the tooth space for 
holding a web material is narrow, and can be managed with holding a web material, after the tip of a 
web material has exceeded the web-material conveyance means. 

[0166] moreover, in being able to prepare in coincidence the web material held at the web-material 
bundle by which the web-material bundle conveyance device was loaded into the 1st web-material 
loading section, and the web-material attaching part possible [ conveyance ] and conveying these to 
coincidence It conveys so that the web-material bundle loaded into the 1st web-material loading 
section may precede rather than the web material held at the web-material attaching part. By a 
web-material bundle conveyance device being controlled so that the web material currently held at the 
web-material attaching part may be conveyed in the 1st web-material loading section, after making a 
web-material bundle load into the 2nd loading section In order to start actuation for discharging the 
sheet bundle after after treatment, and the next after-treatment actuation to coincidence, productivity 
improves. 
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[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, in the case of the web-material processor 
concerning the above conventional techniques, the following problems had arisen. 
[0012] In order to make conveyance to an after-treatment tray stand by, when it considers as the 
configuration which prepares a buffer roller path, in order to have a buffer roller path, a big 
configuration will be needed, and a tooth space will be taken. Therefore, while the magnitude of the 
web-material processor itself will become large, there was a problem that cost will also start, in 
connection with it. 

[0013] The place which it was made in order that this invention might solve the technical problem of 
the above-mentioned conventional technique, and is made into the purpose is to offer a space-saving 
and low cost web-material processor and image formation equipment, aiming at improvement in pro 
DAKUTIBI tea. 
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[Means for Solving the Problem] If it is in this invention in order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, 
in the web-material processor equipped with a web-material sending means to send a web material into 
the interior of equipment, and the conveyance path where the web material sent in by this web-material 
sending means is conveyed, it is characterized by preparing the web-material attaching part which can 
two or more sheet hold a web material in said conveyance path. 

[0015] Said web-material attaching part is characterized by being prepared in the gravity direction lower 
part rather than the web-material conveyance side sent in by said web-material sending means. 
[0016] It is characterized by pinching the web material which turned the inside of said conveyance path 
to the upstream, and was conveyed, and having a pinching means to hold a web material to said 
web-material attaching part by being prepared in said conveyance path downstream, and changing the 
conveyance direction to the upstream by said web-material conveyance means, after the web-material 
conveyance means which can change the conveyance direction of a web material to the downstream and 
the upstream, and the back end of the web material conveyed escape from said web-material sending 
means. 

[0017] While holding a web material after the tip of a web material has exceeded said web-material 
conveyance means in holding a web material by said web-material attaching part, it is characterized by 
being set up so that the direction of the force which pinches a web material with said pinching means 
may become large rather than the conveyance force of making a web material conveying in the direction 
of a lower stream of a river with said web-material conveyance means. 

[0018] An after-treatment means to perform after treatment to the web material conveyed by said 
conveyance path, The 1st web-material loading section which loads a web material in order to process to 
a web material with said after-treatment means, and the web material after processing was performed by 
said after-treatment means, Or it is characterized by having the 2nd web-material loading section loading 
the web material which does not process with this after-treatment means, and the web-material bundle 
conveyance device in which the web-material bundle loaded into said 1st web-material loading section is 
conveyed in said 2nd web-material loading section. 

[0019] While said web-material bundle conveyance device can prepare in coincidence the web material 
held at the web-material bundle loaded into said 1st web-material loading section, and said web-material 
attaching part possible [ conveyance ] It conveys so that the web-material bundle loaded into said 1st 
web-material loading section may precede rather than the web material held at said web-material 
attaching part, in conveying these to coincidence. After making said web-material bundle load into said 
2nd loading section, it is characterized by controlling said web-material bundle conveyance device so 
that the web material currently held at said web-material attaching part maybe conveyed in said 1st 
web-material loading section. 

[0020] It is characterized by having the adjustment criteria member which dashes and adjusts the back 
end of the web material conveyed by the upstream with said web-material conveyance means, the 
interior material of a back end proposal which shows the back end of a web material to this adjustment 
criteria member, and the web-material presser-foot member which presses down the web-material 
bundle loaded into the sheet adjusted by said adjustment criteria member and said 1st web-material 
loading section. 

[0021] Both the web material loaded into said 1st web-material loading section and the web material 
held at said web-material attaching part are characterized by these web materials being conveyed by 
coincidence according to this web-material bundle conveyance device by setting in the condition that the 
tip of these web materials was projected at said 2nd web-material loading section side exceeding said 
web-material bundle conveyance device. 

[0022] It is characterized by being conveyed so that the web-material bundle loaded into said 1st 
web-material loading section mav precede rather than the web material held at said web-material 
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attaching part by being set up so that the direction of the amount of protrusions by the side of said 2nd 
web-material loading section of the web material loaded into said 1st web-material loading section may 
become larger than the amount of protrusions by the side of said 2nd web-material loading section of the 
web material held at said web-material attaching part. 

[0023] Said pinching member is characterized by being the arm member which is prepared in said 
conveyance path and also has the function which guides the conveyance direction of a web material and 
which is controlled free [ rocking ]. 

[0024] Said pinching member is characterized by being the roller formed in said conveyance path. 
[0025] Said after-treatment means is characterized by the thing of the punch means to perform punch 
processing to a stapler means to carry out ****** to a web-material bundle, a bookbinding-ized means 
to bookbinding-ize a web-material bundle, and a web material included for any one at least. 
[0026] the condition that this image formation equipment was equipped while being constituted free [ 
attachment and detachment ] to the image formation equipment which forms an image on a web material 
— this image formation equipment ~ the web material by which image formation was carried out is sent 
in in equipment with said web-material sending means, and it is characterized by performing after 
treatment to this web material. 

[0027] Moreover, if it is in the image formation equipment of this invention, it is characterized by 
having an image formation means to form an image on the web material conveyed, and the 
above-mentioned web-material processor which performs after treatment to the web material which 
performed image formation with this image formation means. 
[0028] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] With reference to a drawing, the gestalt of suitable implementation of 
this invention is explained in detail in instantiation below. However, the dimension of the component 
part indicated by the gestalt of this operation, the quality of the material, a configuration, its relative 
configuration, etc. are not the things of those meanings limited to seeing about the range of this 
invention, as long as there is no specific publication especially. 

[0029] (Gestalt of the 1st operation) With reference to drawing 1 , drawing 3 - drawing 1 1 , and drawing 
13 , the web-material processor and image formation equipment concerning the gestalt of operation of 
the 1st of this invention are explained. 

[0030] In addition, the case where it is option-equipment with which the web-material processor 
consisted of explanation of the gestalt of this operation free [ attachment and detachment ] to image 
formation equipment as independent equipment is explained to an example. However, although it cannot 
be overemphasized that it is applied also when preparing for image formation equipment in one, since 
especially a functionally different thing from the case of the web-material processor explained below 
does not have the web-material processor of this invention, the explanation is omitted. 
[0031] Drawing 1 is the typical sectional view showing the condition of having been equipped with the 
web-material processor to image formation equipment. In addition, in the example of illustration, image 
formation equipment is a copying machine and a web-material processor is a finisher. 
[0032] First, the body of image formation equipment is explained. 

[0033] (Image formation equipment) The body 1 of image formation equipment is equipped with the 
manuscript feed gear 2. 

[0034] A manuscript is laid in the manuscript installation section 3, carries out sequential separation one 
sheet at a time by the feed section 4, and is supplied, then, a resist roller pair - 5 stops and a skew is 
corrected by forming a loop formation. Then, it passes along the introductory pass 6 and the image 
formed in the manuscript front face is read by passing a reading station 7. The manuscript which passed 
the reading station 7 passes along the discharge pass 8, and is discharged on the discharge tray 9. 
[0035] moreover, in reading front flesh-side both sides, it carries out as mentioned above first because 
reading of a front face passes a reading station 7 — having - the after that and discharge pass 8 - a 
passage - a reversal roller pair — the condition of having carried out front flesh-side reversal bv 10 - 
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again — a resist roller pair — it is sent to 5. 

[0036] and surface reading - the same — a resist roller pair — a skew sets right by 5 ~ having - the 
introductory pass 6 -- a passage — a reading station 7 - a front face (it is a rear face at this time) — 
forming - having had - an image — reading - having . And it passes along the discharge pass 8 and is 
discharged to the discharge tray 9. 

[0037] The reflected light obtained by on the other hand irradiating light according to an illumination 
system 1 1 to the manuscript image which passes a reading station 7 is led to an optical element 13 (CCD 
or other components) by the mirror 12, and image data is obtained. And the laser light based on this 
image data is irradiated at the photo conductor drum 14, and a latent image is formed. 
[0038] However, although especially illustration is not carried out, it can also constitute so that the 
reflected light may be irradiated at the direct photo conductor drum 14 and a latent image may be formed 
by the above-mentioned mirror 12. 

[0039] A toner image is formed with the toner with which the latent image formed in the photo 
conductor drum 14 was supplied from the toner feeder which is not illustrated further. 
[0040] 15 is a cassette which holds record media, such as paper or plastic film. It is supplied to the 
location where a record medium counters with the photo conductor drum 14 from a cassette 15 
according to a record signal, and the toner image formed in the photo conductor drum 14 by imprint 
equipment 16 is imprinted on a record medium. And the record medium with which the toner image was 
imprinted is sent to an anchorage device 17, and it is fixed to it. 

[0041] When forming an image in both sides of a record medium, by the anchorage device 17, the record 
medium with which it was fixed to the image of one side is again sent between the photo conductor 
drum 14 and imprint equipment 16 through the double-sided pass 18 prepared in the downstream of an 
anchorage device 17, and the NA image for a web material is formed in a rear face. And it is fixed to a 
toner image with an anchorage device 17, and is discharged outside (finisher 19 side). 
[0042] (Web-material processor) A finisher 19 is explained with reference to drawing 3 . Drawing 3 is 
the typical sectional view of a web-material processor (finisher). 

[0043] 19 is a finisher as a web-material processor, and is engaged and (wearing) used for the body 1 of 
image formation equipment. 

[0044] 20 — an inlet-port guide pair - it is - the delivery roller pair of the body 1 of image formation 
equipment - it shows reception and a finisher 19 to the web material discharged from 21. SI is a 
web-material detection sensor, and detects the web material which has advanced into the finisher 19. 
[0045] 22 is an inlet-port conveyance roller pair as a web-material sending means which **** and 
conveys a web material, and sends a web material into the interior of equipment. 23a and 23b — a 
conveyance guide pair — it is - an inlet-port conveyance roller pair — the web material conveyed from 
22 is guided and the conveyance path is formed. 

[0046] Moreover, although conveyance guide pair 23a and 23b are explained in detail later, it serves also 
as the web-material loading function to make a web material stand by. In other words, the web-material 
attaching part which can two or more sheet hold a web material is prepared in the conveyance path. 
[0047] Although it is behind detailed also here and 24 is explained, it is a conveyance unit as a 
web-material bundle conveyance device which has the function to convey a web material or a 
web-material bundle from conveyance guide pair 23a and 23b on the after-treatment tray 25 as the 1st 
web-material loading section, and the function conveyed on the loading tray 26 as the 2nd web-material 
loading section from the after-treatment tray 25. 

[0048] Back end dropping [ 38 ] for making the back end of the web material conveyed from conveyance 
guide pair 23a and 23b install in the after-treatment tray 25 certainly near the conveyance unit 24 is 
formed. 

[0049] moreover, the interior of conveyance guide pair 23a and 23b - setting - an inlet-port conveyance 
roller pair - in order to make the web material conveyed from the body 1 of image formation equipment 
stand bv to conveyance guide pair 23a and 23b near 22 before being conveyed bv the after-treatment tray 
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25, the web-material maintenance arm 27 as a pinching member for ****(ing) and holding a web 
material is formed. 

[0050] This web-material maintenance arm 27 serves as the function to guide the back end, and the 
function to hold a web material, and is controlled free [ rocking ]. 

[0051] 28 is an adjustment plate which constitutes an adjustment means, it guides the both ends of the 
web material discharged by the after-treatment tray 25, carries out ****** adjustment, and is arranged at 
the crosswise both sides which intersect perpendicularly with the conveyance direction of the web 
material discharged, respectively. 

[0052] 29 is a stopper, is discharged by the after-treatment tray 25 and catches the back end of the web 
material sent in with the drawing-in roller 43. 

[0053] The after-treatment function which is a web material with the gestalt of this operation here 
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[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

rDgiwing 11 It is the typical sectional view (principal-section Fig.) showing the condition of having been 
equipped with the web-material processor to image formation equipment. 
[Prawing 2) It is the typical sectional view (principal-section Fig.) of the web-material processor 
concerning the conventional technique. 

[Drawing 31 It is the typical sectional view of a web-material processor. 

[Drawing 41 It is the device and the explanatory view of operation for making a web material stand by. 

[Drawing 51 It is the device and the explanatory view of operation for making a web material stand by. 

[Drawing 61 It is the device and the explanatory view of operation of a conveyance unit in the 

web-material processor concerning the gestalt of operation of this invention. 

[Drawing 71 It is the device and the explanatory view of operation of a conveyance unit in the 

web-material processor concerning the gestalt of operation of this invention. 

[Drawing 81 It is the device and the explanatory view of operation of a conveyance unit in the 

web-material processor concerning the gestalt of operation of this invention. 

[Drawing 91 It is the perspective view of the drive transfer device of the conveyance unit in the 

web-material processor concerning the gestalt of operation of this invention. 

rPrawing 101 It is the explanatory view of the pushing device of the conveyance unit in the web-material 
processor concerning the gestalt of operation of this invention of operation. 

[Prawing 11] It is the mimetic diagram showing the drive transfer system of the web-material processor 
concerning the gestalt of operation of this invention. 

[Prawing 121 It is the typical sectional view of the principal part of the web-material processor 
concerning the gestalt of operation of the 2nd of this invention. 

[Prawing 131 It is the control-block Fig. of the web-material processor concerning the gestalt of 
operation of this invention. 
[Pescription of Notations] 

1 Body of Image Formation Equipment 

2 Manuscript Feed Gear 

3 Manuscript Installation Section 

4 Feed Section 

5 Resist Roller Pair 

6 Introductory Pass 

7 Reading Station 

8 Pischarge Pass 

9 Pischarge Tray 

10 Reversal Roller Pair 

1 1 Illumination System 

12 Mirror 

13 Optical Element 

14 Photo Conductor Prum 

15 Cassette 

16 Imprint Equipment 

17 Anchorage Pevice 

18 Pouble-sided Pass 

19 Finisher 

20 Inlet-Port Guide Pair 

2 1 Pelivery Roller Pair 

22 Inlet-Port Conveyance Roller Pair 
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23a, 23b Conveyance guide pair 

24 Conveyance Unit 

25 After-Treatment Tray 

26 Loading Tray 

27 Web-Material Maintenance Arm 

28 Adjustment Plate 

29 Stopper 

31 Bottom Stapler 

32 Upper Stapler 

33 Shaft 

34 Shaft 

35 Screw Shaft 

36 Screw Shaft 

37 Back End Guide 

38 Drop [Back End]. 

39 Pushing Device 

40 Pushing Arm 

41 Slide Plate 

42 Transfer Gear 

43 Drawing-in Roller 

44 Stage Gear A 

45 Stage GearB 

46 Stage Gear C 

47 Sponge Roller 

51 Web-material detection sensor 

52 Space detection sensor 



2/9/2006 9:12 AM 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 



Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 
□^PADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGD3LE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



LFLINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 




